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Iron County 4-H Beekeeping News 
Iron County, Utah 

May 2023 

Last month’s club activity 

Unfortunately, due to cold temperatures, we had to cancel our April beekeeping activity. 

For our March club meeting we assembled some beehives and frames. Then we had a 
drawing. Two attendees took home a beehive each. Others got other beekeeping prizes 
donated by some generous beekeeping venders. Everyone who stayed for the full activity 
took home something. We also covered installing new bees (packages and nucs) into the 
hive. 

Next club activity 

Our next meeting will be on Saturday, May 13 at 9 AM at my home, 714 South 1175 West, 
Cedar City. If you have a bee veil or jacket, bring it. As always, parents are welcome to 
attend. 
 
We will cover the following topics: 

• Use of protective clothing 

• Lighting smokers 

• Smoker fuels 

• When and how to use smoke 

• Hive inspection with mite count 

• Feeding packages (syrup and pollen) 

• Swarm prevention 

• Catching swarms 

• Adding supers 

If you want to give a presentation on any of these topics, please let me know. 

May in your bee yard 

Swarm season is well under way. Free bees! But, don’t let your own bees swarm – you 
never want to lose $170 worth of bees just so somebody can catch them or they become a 
nuisance in your neighbor’s home!  

At the bottom of the web page at www.utahbeekeepers.org are a couple of links to places 
where you can sign up to be notified of swarms in your area. If I receive a swarm call, I’ll 
send an email to every active youth beekeeper in the club. The first youth to call gets to 
help me catch the swarm and keep the bees. 

The colony population is growing quickly; existing colonies from last year may already be at 
80% of their strength, new colonies from packages and nucs will be building comb as fast 
as they can. 
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It is critical that you monitor and add supers to existing colonies from last year as needed. 
Otherwise, your colony will swarm. When inspecting, look for swarm cells on the bottom of 
frames. Once they get into the swarming mood, it’s 
difficult to stop them although we have some tricks that 
help. Simply removing the swarm cells often results in a 
queenless colony since your queen and half the bees will 
probably still leave. 

It’s best to check your bees every two weeks and add 
supers before they feel congested. Perhaps the most 
important cause of that “congested” feeling for the bees 
is the fact that the queen has no place to lay eggs. So, 
add a super as soon as you see that about three frames 
are left unused. You should ensure the brood chamber 
always has empty frames in which the queen can do her 
job. Also check hive ventilation. Inadequate ventilation 
(too hot) can also cause them to swarm. 

When checking your bees, look for signs that the queen 
is actively laying (eggs and larvae) and that the bees are 
drawing out the foundation completely. You may be able 
to put a honey super on existing colonies now or by 
midmonth. Even new packages may need a second 
brood box by the end of May. 

If you haven't already, consider treatment/preventative 
options for Varroa mites as well as the foulbrood 
diseases before putting honey supers on the hive. You 
cannot have most medications in the hive when the bees 
are collecting honey for human consumption. All 
beekeepers need to research and pursue treatment 
options before a problem arises. Remember that some 
treatments cannot be used when it’s hot. 

Elected club officers: 

o President – Allyson Anderson 
o Vice President – Miya Brown 
o Secretary – Gage Taintor 

Other announcements 

The 4-H registration year runs from October through September. If you haven't registered 
as a 4-H member for the 2022-23 year, please do so right away at 4h.zsuite.org/. If you 
need help with the process, call the Iron County 4-H Coordinator, Jessica Anderson at (435) 
267-1754. 

Club members are encouraged to set personal goals for the year including keeping a record 
of the progress of their bees, expenses, lessons learned, and other aspects of their 
beekeeping hobby. You can enjoy some competition by preparing one or more entries in the 
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county fair such as honey, wax, and candles. All this is part of your workbook and can also 
be part of your 4-H Portfolio (see http://utah4h.org/htm/general-forms/portfolios/). 

When you’ve completed your beekeeping workbook and a full year of successful 
beekeeping, please call me to set a date and time to go over your workbook and what 
you’ve learned so you can earn your Iron Beekeeper certificate.  

In addition to the New Jersey 4-H Beekeeping Manual, members are also encouraged to 
read at least one other book on beekeeping such as First Lessons in Beekeeping by 
Delaplane, The Backyard Beekeeper by Flottum, The Beekeeper's Handbook by 
Sammataro, or Beekeeping Basics, a free download by MAAREC. I have several 
beekeeping books you may borrow. There are two very good magazines: Bee Culture and 
American Bee Journal. 

We have a club website at www.ironbeekeeper.org and the Utah beekeepers' Association 
has a beekeeping webpage at http://www.utahbeekeepers.org/. These websites have links 
to a lot more online learning opportunities as well as several vendors from whom you can 
buy equipment and bees. 

The club is on Facebook at www.facebook.com/groups/IronBeekeeper/. 

Some free opportunities to learn more about beekeeping: 

o Randy Oliver's First-Year Care - https://tinyurl.com/sborlfg. 
o A 13-lesson YouTube course in beekeeping is available at www.tinyurl.com/nrzgbe9. 
o Another online course is at www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/beekeeping_class/. 
o Brushy Mountain Bee Farm has some very good videos at https://tinyurl.com/yyu5g9pf. 
o The Northwest New Jersey Beekeepers Assn has some great videos at 

https://tinyurl.com/y2f5eo72. 

The 4-H program offers leadership opportunities for youth at the county level in addition to 
within our beekeeping club. If you are interested, call the Iron County 4-H Coordinator, 
Jessica Anderson at (435) 267-1754. 

I am always available to answer questions or to help you with your bees. Feel free to call 
me any time. 

Please share this letter with your parents and interested friends. 

Blaine Nay 
Club Manager 
blaine@nay.org 
(435) 590-7569 (cell) 
www.ironbeekeeper.org 
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